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FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 


THE LAW OF NATURE. 
No. l. 


Having in a series of articles in pre- 
vious numbers of the Examiner, animadverted 
upon the “Immoral Tendency of the Christian 
Mythology,” itnow becomes my province to treat 
of some system of ethics better calculated to 
make mankind moral, than is the prevailing sys- 
tem of religious belief. This I purpose doing 
in the present and a few succeeding numbers. 

It is areceived opinion, and one which has 
been entertained so long that its very age has 
rendered itapparently indisputable,that one who 
would deprive the human race of all reliance up- 
on supernatural objects,—that would confine the 
views of man to the sphere in which he really 


acts & has his being,would also strike a fatal blew 


at the root of morality. This opinion, though 
so venerable, will be found, we think, like many 
other venerable opinions, not intrinsically the 
better for its age. Itis because men have not 
been in the habit of settling in theirown minds 
the signification of ceriain terms used by them, 
that this opinion has been handed down to us 
almost withoutexamination, What is morality? 
Who. that believes the existence of some system 
of religious belief in the world essential to human 
happiness can define the term,satisfactorily even 
to himself? By him, morality is made tocon- 
eist of duties, which in reality are undefinable. 
To attempt to settle the signification of this 
‘term, and to show that what may be properly 
understood as morality, has nothing whatever 
to dowith our connexion with other than na- 
aural objects, will occupy another number. 
The horrors which, we have been told, would 
inevitably follow the abrogation of all reli- 
gious belief, have already been demonstrated 
to exist in the imagination of the alarmist only. 
At the dawn of the Reformation, (when Religion 
received.a shock from which she never can re- 
cover,) it was sagely predicted, that unless the 
heresy of private interpretation could be arres- 
ted, the world would sink into a state of bar- 
barism—even worse than that in which it then 
Jay. What has been the result? Contrast 
the present with the 15th century, and recol- 
lect that man has been daily becoming more ir- 
religious within these periods of time. In the 
direct ratio that he has ascended in the scale of 
mental improvement, and become more fitted to 





fulfil his relations with his fellow creatures in 
this life, has he become less mindful of super- 
natural objects—less religious. We hearit con- 
stantly deplored that civilized man is getting 
fartherand farther from his God, and we believe 
it true; but that his temporal condition is, in 
every respect, improving in the same ratio, we 
think equally certain. In the single item of 
increased duration of human life, man has gain- 
ed by exchanging ignorance and religion for 
knowledge and refinement, very considerably. 
Inanable article in the Edinburgh New Phi- 
losephical Journal, on the “Mortality in Vari 
ous Countries in Europe,” we meet with the fol- 
lowing estimate, made, we are informed, from 
correct statistical information. 

“If we collect England, Germany and France 
in one group, we find that the average term of 
mortality, which, in that great and populous re- 
gion, was formerly 1 in 30 people annually, is 
not at present more than J] in 38. This differ 
ence reduces the number of deaths throughout 
these countries from 1,900,000 to less than 1,- 
200,000 persons; and 700,000 lives, or 1 in 38 
annually, owe their preservation to the social 
amelioration effected in the three countries of 
Western Europe, whose efforts to obtain this 
object have been attended with the greatest 
success.” 

Now it will not be denied, we presume, that 
these three countries have greatly fallen off 
from religion within the last century, yet under 
the “cold and cheerless” influence of irreligion, 
the duration of human life has increased more 
than one fourth! Religion in England we 
know, is almost entirely “according to law”— 
law, however,that must soon be repealed. Ger- 
many, we were recently informed by an Ameri- 
can ‘traveller, Dwight, who took measures to 
ascertain the fact, is infidel in principle 
throughout—and France—there can he little 
dispute about her religion. The world then is 
getting beiter in morals, (without which im- 
provement, other causes could have but trifling 
influence) as she is getting worse in religion— 
venerable opinions to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

The great end of human existence is happi- 
ness. A system of ethics designed for man 
should tend to this, or it is useless. To say that 
it is necessary that man should be miserable 
here, to be happy hereafter, is to state an absur- 





!dity, which noingenuity canexplainaway. By 
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what parity of reasoning do we conclude, that 
an hypothesis which does not add to his happi- 
ness here, will one day conduct him to eternal 
bliss? If men are destined to fear and suffer 
so much in this world, of which they have a 
knowledge, upon what foundation is it that they 
expect a more felicitous existence hereafter, in 
a world of which they confess they know noth- 
ing? If man is every where the child of ca- 
lamity, the victim of ills from which, in conse- 
quence of his fallen nature, he cannot escape, 
ought he reasonably to indulge a greater confi- 
dence in his future happiness? 

On the other hand, a system of ethics, suit- 
ed to the wants of man in this life—a system 
that should render him happy and contented 
with himself and his situation in society, would, 
should there really be another state of exist- 
ence, be the most likely to enhance his happi- 
ness hereafter. If virtue and happiness be in- 
timately related, and the practice of the former 
in this life be necessary to our well-being here- 
after, a system that would produce the greatest 
amount of human felicity, would best ensure 
our prospects in futurity: so that even admit- 
ting the reality of a future state of existence, 
that system of ethics would be the most desira- 
ble to man, which should produce the greatest 
amount of felicity in this life. 

A system so obscure and unintelligible as 
Christianity, can never make man happy.— 
Nominal Christians may be resigned to their 
systema, but it is because they seldom contem- 
plate its more revolting features. A system 
which when followed out, allots to a certain 
portion of the human race eternal misery, and 
to another, however undeserving, eternal hap- 
piness, must render but a few, who seriously 
regard it, happy. Asystem which also teach- 
es thataman may live in sin (which it holds 
forth as attractive) througha long life, and then 
finally, be received into glory through the merits 
of another, must have an injurious effect upon 
morals, and cannot ~ontribute to real happiness, 
A far—an incomparably better system than 
this is accessible to all—we find it in the Law 
or NATURE. JULIAN. 

——0F \ 
FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 
RECANTATION OF A CHRISTIAN. 

Messrs. Editors—T he question has frequent- 
ly been asked me, What impelled you to re- 
nounce the Christian Religion? I purpose 

h your columns toreply. But in the first 
e, I think I should declare the causes that 

ed me to embrace it. 
ery circumstance connected with my child- 
hood, caused me to cherish the fondest regard 


for the Christian Religion. I well remember 
the lessons of a fond, affectionate mother, whose 
memory I shallever cherish. I can revert to 
the time when I was led to the church, and there 
heard the venerable clergyman declare the truth 
and divine authority of the Bible. I remember 
too, to haveasked the question, Does God know 
all things? and the answer, Yes, “Known unto 
God are all his works from the foundation of the 
world,” and even the very hairs of your head are 
numbered. And as I drew from this the very 
rational conclusion that if all things. were so ac- 
curately arranged I need not trouble myself 
with enquiry—and as I reflected that older 
and wiser heads than mine differed in their re- 
ligious opinions—I waved all investigation, and 
continued to pursue the beaten course. And 
finally, when I came to stand near the bed side 
of a dying mother whose last audible words 
were uttered in prayer—this was calculated to 
bind my affections to a system I had long cher- 
ished, whether true or false. 


Were it not fora love of truth, I would not 
open wounds that the lapse of time has in some 
measure healed; but I have commenced to de- 
clare the truth, and nothing shall prevent me, 
cost what it may. 


With these impressions I grew up to man- 
hood, and ultimately joined the Methodist Epis- 
copal church, Now for the causes that impel- 
led me to renounce Christianity. 


In the first place, the conduct of Christians 
had a tendency to alienate my affections from 
the church. In speaking of Christians, I wish 
to be understood to allow that there are some 
honorable exceptions to the general depravity 
of that class of community; but these excep- 
tions are comparatively few. There are evi- 
dently but two great divisions of the class-—I 
speak what I believe to be the truth, and need 
not apologise—fanatics and knaves. , With the 
former I classed myself, The cunning and 
hypocrisy of the latter, was truly disgusting.— 
With what industry have I seen preachers la- 
bour to get rich men to join their churches, 
while the poor were in a great degree neglect- 
ed! Ihave heard some of these gentry say 
that it was better to get the rich, because they 
were able to help the church, and the poor 
would soon follow their example. Now, this I 
have thought looked as though they could 
not have had much regard for what is said 
in James 2-5; “Hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world, rich in faith and heirs 
of the kingdom?” It struck me very for- 
cibly that the poor of this world were by no 





means the choice of the preachers; their choice 
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rested on those who were rich in the purse, and 
heirs to large estates. 

The conflicting creeds among Christians oft- 
en caused me to doubt the truth of their reli- 
gion. Hearing one say that the Bible meant 
‘ one thing, and a second that it meant something 
else, and a third that it meant neither one nor 
the other, but something different from both, I 
concluded that it must be a singular sort of di- 
vine revelation that could cause such a variety 
of opinions concerning it; in short, in theirat- 
tempts to explain the Bible, I found that they 
agreed in nothing but in villifying and traduc- 
ing the characters of those who had written a- 
gainst it. 

Meeting with so many different opinions a- 
bout a revelation said to have been revealed 
from a perfect and all-wise being, I determined 
toexamine the Bible for myself. I there found 
the doctrine of election and reprobation as clear- 
ly set forth as any other doctrine within the 
lids of the Bible. This at once convinced me 
of the futility of attempting to reconcile the 
doctrines of the Bible with human reason. The 
contradictions and anachronisms too of” the 
book, aided in producing the final belief, that 
so far from its being the word ofa God, it was 
not even a reasonable lie of priestcraft. This 
conclusion was strengthened when I came to 
examine the external evidences of Christiani- 
ty. These, from works written in their de- 
fence, I found defective, and entirely insuffi- 
cient to sustain so important a proposition as is 
involved in the supposed divine origin of Chris- 
tianity. All doubts, however, upon this sub- 
ject were dissipated on perusing Kneeland’s 

eview of the Evidences of Christianity, a 
work which never has been, and, as I conceive, 
never can be refuted. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, let me say to you, 
goon with all your honorable hostility to the 
Christian Religion. In the cant language of 
the pulpit, I bid you “God speed.” -I am with 
you heart and hand in your exertions, and am 
convinced that you are engaged in the most 
glorious cause that ever called virtue to act, 
or fortitude to suffer. On you devolves the 
sacred duty of saving this republic,and handing 
down toposterity our liberties unimpaired. The 
times are ominous of danger to our institutions, 
Witness the late disgraceful riots among Chris- 
tians! We know not but that the fuel is now 
preparing to build the fires of another Smith- 
field. ‘Thesteel may be readysharpened toact 
over again the bloody tragedy of St. Bartholo- 
mew, or the blue light’s needle may be heating 
with which to torture some unoffending Quaker 


or Infidel. The thoughts of these things should | 





call our most latent faculties into action—then 
goon with your exertions to liberalize the human 
family,and “future generations will rise up and 
call you blessed.” W. H. 


—<4+o— 


FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN GOD AND 
MAN AT THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 

God.—Well Sir, how have you spent your 
time on earth? 

Man.—Being poor, [have labored hard tosup- 
port my family in an honest way. 

God.—Were you a member of any church? 

Man.—None. 

God.—Why, were you so much taken with 
the things below that you were willing to loose 
your soul for them? 

Man.—-I did not know I had a soul, for thou 
hast said, Ecclesiastes, chap. m1. v. 21, “ Who 
knoweth the spirit of a man that it goeth up- 
ward, and the spirit of a beast that it gooth 
downward to the earth?” and besides, I have 
too much confidence in your justice to believe 
that you would damn me forever, when I can 
truly say I never injured or defrauded a man, 
but led an honest and correct life. 

God.—Nonsense! and do you think an honest 
correct life has any thing to do with saving your 
soul? Did you ever read your bible? 

Man.—Sometimes. 

God.—Did you believe it? 

Man.—What part Sir? 

God.—All of it. 

Man.—That, Sir, I think would be impos- 
sible, for believing one part is rejecting another. 

God.—Then you rejected my word, whichI 
sent into the worldto save your soul. Did you 
believe in my son Jesus, who died for you? 

Man.—I did not know he was your son. 

I had known it, I should have believed in him. 

God.—Did you not know that Eve ate the 
forbidden fruit, and in consequence of it all 
mankind became wicked, and that I sent my only 
son into the world that, through him, those who 
repented might be saved? 

Man.—I have heard, Lord, that you made 
Adam and Eve perfect, and put them in Eden, 
and put before them the forbidden fruit, and 
bade them not touch it; but they did touch, and 
we all sinned through them. But, this I could 
not believe for I know that you are a just and 
a good God, fore-knowing all things, and I am 
sure after having made man perfect you would 
not have put before them the forbidden fruit, 
which you knew they would certainly eat, and 
then damn them and their posterity for doing 
what you knew they would do. This would be 
incompatible with justice, and you are just, 
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God.—I am just, and I gave them theirchoice. 

Man.—True, you gave them their choice, 
but you knew you had not given them firmness 
to resist the temptation; and you knew they 
were made with evil desires. 

God.—I gave them no wicked desires; I made 
them perfect. The Devil gave them wicked de- 
sires. 

Man.—Then you should not have made the 
Devil when you knew he would tempt Eve, and 
thereby cause nine-tenths of the human family 
to be damned. If Eve had not eaten the forbid- 
den fruit there would have been no use for the 
Devil. 

God.—Thou art wicked and shall see the 
Devil. 

Man.—Lord, thou hast said, Ecclesiastes, 
chap. mt. v. 22, “A man should rejoice in his 
own work, for that is his portion, for who shall 
bring him tosee that which shall be after him.” 
Now, Ihave rejoiced in my own work; I have 
rejoiced in doing good to my fellow man, and in 
living an honest life and still wilt thou damn me. 

God.—I did notsay so. Solomon said it. 

Man.—Then, Lord, thou hast said nothing. 
The whole bible comes from the pen of man: 

God.—But were not the writers inspired? 

Man.—Then Solomon was inspired. 

God.—Thou art accursed, and wicked, and 
must be cast into hell. 

Man.—tLord, if all thy words had been as 
piain as these [ should have been a Christian. 

God.—My words were plain, and none but 
fools rejected them. 

Man.—Why then did you make so many 
fools; do you like to see fools damned? 

God.—It grieves me to see any one dam- 
ned. 

Man.—Why then did you put the forbidden 
fruit before Eve after you had made her per- 
fect. 

God.—Depart thou cursed into hell. 

Man.—You may be a just God, but you 
would not be called a just man. 

Oak Grove, Ky. A VISIONIST: 

=_ oOo 
FOR THE WESTERN EXAMINER. 


SPRING. 


Mild Spring again, transparent, soft and bland, 
Appears: the ice-bound rivers are set free; 
And sweet melodious notes, from every tree, 

Proclaim the happy season o’er the land! 

I love to wander by the halcyon strand, 

Where Mississippi, like a mirror true, 
Presents th’ ethereal world to nether view,— 

I love to gaze the vegetable world, 

Just springing into life and joyous pride : 

.. To wander by the sloping green hill’s side, 

Where all rich Nature’s glories are unfurl’d! 
These are the scenes which charm th’, enraptur’d 

sight; 








But still I gaze around with cold delight,—° 
Born in the reign of Superstition’s Night! 


O when shall Truth and Reason bear the sway, 
And Persecution’s Hydra head lay low? 
When shall unlettered Yahoos learn to show 

Respect for truths, which common sense display ¢ 

Ah me, I deem far distant is the day, 

When mind may arbitrate without control, 
The conq’ring proofs that pour upon the soul !— 

But know immortal Truth shall triumph yet; 

Though now the sable fiend of Error reigns, 
And curs’d intol’rance lords it o’er our plains— 

The day shall come when Error’s cloud shall set. 
When days like these arrive, mild Truth shall stand 
Unscoff’d, and gently, with her magic wand, 

Her followers cheer, and check th’ a deerse~ oad 


LF 
LITERARY NOTICE. 


“Tae History or THE Yanoos. ‘Insigne, 
recens, indictum ore alio.’—Hor.” : 

Such, we learn, is the title of a new work, 
the production of the West, to be published by 
subscription in this city, in the course of the 
present year; by theauthor of the “Declaration 
of Independence,” lines on “Spring,” (in our 
present number,) and several other articles that 
from time to time, have appeared in our co 
lumns, over the signature of “M.” From our 
knowledge of the talents of the author, we an- 
ticipate a rich treat. _ Proposals for publication 
will be issued in a few weeks. 

+o 
MATTHIAS. 

The trial of this notorious imposter for the 
alledged murder of Pierson, one of his deluded 
followers, took place at White Plains, N. York, 
on Thursday, 16th ult., and eventuated in his 
acquittal: On another charge, however, an 
assault upon his daughter of an aggravated na- 
ture, he was found guilty, and sentenced to 
three month’s imprisonment, and another month 
for contempt of court: The plea of insanity 
which had been set up by the defendant’s coun- 
sel, could not be sustained—but on the other 
hand, it was clearly shown that the death of 
Pierson was not the result of poisoning. It is 
stated in New York papers, that Matthias has 
gained many proselytes to his notions since his 
arrest and trial. He issaid to be looked upon 
as a persecuted saint! 

—} Oe 

We copy the following from the “Shepherd,” 
of last Saturday. It seems that our friend is at 
last disposed to take up the gauntlet so often 
thrown down by us—the discussion of theolo- 
gy, “commencing on first principles.” We bid 
him welcome—but with these provisos: that no 
article from either of us shall exceed in length a 
column of the Shepherd,& that each respectively; 
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shall publish his opponent’s arguments in the 
paper over which he presides. These we think 
essential to a fair hearing. It is also to be 
hoped that due courtesy will be observed on 
either side. 
(From the ‘‘Shepherd.°’) 
DIALOGUE.—No. 1. 
Between a Catholic and an Infidel, on the evi- 
ences of Christianity—commencing on first 
principles. 

Infidel—Good morning Mr. Catholic; you 
should have been at the lecture last evening, 
and then you would be convinced that all reli- 
gion is fabulous and unreasonable. 

Catholic—Well, my dear sir, are you pur- 
suaded in yourown mind, that all religion is 
deception, and that man is not obligated, by his 
very being, to obey and venerate his Creator? 

Infidel.—I believe in nothing but what I can 
know and comprehend. How do I know that 
there isacreator? Andif man could naturally 
know this supposed fact, he could not compre- 
hend his attributes and power; therefore, I be- 
lieve nothing about a Creator or man’s relations 
towards such a being. 

Catholic. Then youreject the belief of 
fact that is above your comprehension? 

Infidel. Yes: otherwise I should acknowl- 
edge the principle you wish to establish, and give 

ou an advantage in argument. 

Catholic. But you are obliged to renounce 
your principles on the question of believing no- 
thing, save what you naturally know and can 
comprehend, or deny ‘your own being and 
existence; for you do not know how you came 
into being, or how you exist. 

Infidel. Toanswer your objections and give 
to them a philosophical solution, will require 
some study and reflection; consequently, I will 
see you again; and in the mean time, I request 
you to read some strictures, which will be pub- 
lished in explanation of this question in the next 
number of the “Western Examiner,” from the 
Lecturer himself. 

REMARKS. 

Waving remarks upon the clever ruse 
of our opponent, in endeavoring to elicit 
a “philosophical solution” of difficulties unphilo- 
sophically stated, we shall proceed to analize 
his dialogue, and see what argument it con- 
tains. 

“Are you pursuaded,” asks our friend, “that 
all religion is deception, and that man is not 
obligated by his very being, to obey and vene- 
rate his Creator?” phi, we presume, the wri- 
ter thought was beginning at the beginning, but 
we think him inerror. Heseems to take it for 
granted in the question, that his opponent un- 


any 








derstands what he meant by the term “creator,” 
and on this supposition he bases the question 
as toman’s accountability, &c. Terms of un- 
certain meaning should be settled by disputants 
before proceeding to use them in debate. Our 
friend will therefore oblige us by defining the 
word “creator,” as used by him in the passage 
referred to. 

“I believe in nothing,” he makes the Infidel 
reply, “but what I can know and comprehend.” 
Now this must have been a very “infidel” to 
have replied thus. To“know and comprehend” 
precludes the possibility of believing. We be- 
lieve or disbelieve those things. proposed to our 
minds for credence, and which we have not posi- 
tive knowledge of, according to the amount of 
evidence before us. Should this amount to de- 
monstration, we know—we no longer believe re- 
specting the matter. We may believe in the 
existence of things, of which we absolutely 
know nothing. Yet in believing, evidence, or 
what we suppose to be such, is invariably our 
guide. But, our Infidel is made to say, “if man. 
could naturally know this supposed fact, (the ex- 
istence of a Creator,) he could not comprehend 
his attributes and power.” Now this is alto- 
gether asophism: If we knew any thing at 
all about God, it could only be through a knowl- 
edge of his attributes, and it is because we can- 
not comprehend these, that we cannot compre- 
hend God. What does our opponent know of 
God, but from his supposed attributes? Let us 
have some information upon this point. 

The rest of the article is altogether based 
upon the sophisms alluded to, and does not re- 
quire further comment. 


War 


FROM THE CORRESPONDENT, 
THE INDIAN’S LETTERS.—No. I. 

CurisTianiry.—So much, and so much to 
the purpose, has been said against Christianity, 
that it seems rank cowardice to draw a pen 
against it. But though confuted, confounded, 
decried, and cursed; though proved to be a vile, 
bungled fabrication, scouted by sense, and un- 
derstanding; though void of all historical proof, 
or the smallest degree of rationality; though 
accounted an irrational, absurd superstition, and 
known to be the spawn of fraud and ignorance, 
begotten on ancient traditional superstitions, 
and disseminated for the worst of purposes a- 
mong ignorant, credulous people, who were 
slavesin body and mind: yet, for all this, fraud- 
ulent knaves, ignorant fanatics of the present 
day, preach it up to unthinking people, who 
swallow the ridiculous tale with all the absurd 
and disgusting nonsense which the ignorant 
hypocritical teachers of the wretched, lying 
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doctrine can add to it. The deceit and hypo- 
crisy of the various priests of the numberless 
sects stand manifest in all their proceedings.— 
They decry by hearsay all who presume to 
question their creed, to examine their princi- 
ples, to investigate their origin, or to doubt their 
authors orauthority. With them it is a maxim, 
never to read any thing which is written a- 
yainst them, and to warn their disciples against 
perusing the works of an infidel author. This 





has very much the look of bad men and wo- 
men scolding—none mind what the other says, 
but all keep scolding away. Some of the writ-| 
ings of the gravest of these determined, obstin-| 
ate Christians, are truly laughable; but when} 
they gravely vouch falsehoods for facts; and| 
thereby establish a foundation for future frauds, | 
it becomes us tostop them in the act, to detect 
their iniquity; and shame them on the spoti—| 
Such, however, is their sanctified impudence, | 
and impenetrable ignorance, that they blush 
not, and Set sense, reason, and argument at de- | 
fiance. | 

One thing surely is plain to the ignorant and | 
the most learned; none of us know any thing 
about the formation of this world, or when it| 
was made. Here we are all alike, except the’ 
most stupid, ignorant, fanatic Christian: he 
knows toa moment of time, when the vast globe | 
was launched from the heavenly slip, and put in 
motion; or, rather, anchored in the heavens ;— 
for his sacred book tells him that it stands still, 
and that the sun, moon, and stars, all dance 
round it. This one single instance ought to 
destrdy the authority of the Bible, as it certain- 
ly would that of any other book; but the infatuat- 
ed can believe nothing but falsehood. The ac- 
counts of massacres, & of the destruction of cites 
and nations, in the Bible, which fill the heart of 
man with horror, pity; and indignation, only 
gratify the feelings, and raise the brutal joy 
of the infatuated fanatic. One says very grave- 
ly, just as if he had been present and had 
seen the transaction, “4004 years before the 
birth of Christ the world was miade, on the 19th 
of October, O. 8S.” And as they have learned 
some little time ago, they say it was put in mo- 
tion at 7 P. M.and so continued until it was de- 
stroyed by God Almighty, who drowned it, and 
repeopled the earth again by Noali and his fam- 
ily, 2348 years B.C. One tells, very gravely, 
the year, themonth, and hour of the day, when an 
old man was taken up intoheaven ina fiery char- 


jot. This was too gooda story, soit is again re- 
peated, and Elijah’ has the fiery chariot and 
fiery steeds sent for him, and up he goes to heay- 





ven. One relates, that a few priests made 


themselves trumpets of rams’ horns, went blow- 
ing them about agreat city until they blew the 
walls down, and then entered and destroyed all 
the defenceless inhabitants: But of all the ridi- 
culous lies and absurdities which they tell, 
that of God Almighty sending Moses and Aaron, 
like two conjurors, to frighten and plague poor 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, is the most absurd, 
stupid, and inconsistent. It exhibits its authors 
as men at once childish and depraved; for, toa 
moral man, the whole proceedings ofthe mighty 
Jehovah and the favoured Jews are captious, 
cruel, tyrazinical, fraudulent, and unjust. How- 
ever, none now vouch for the truth of this story, 
or attempt to support it,except the gross!y igno- 
rant, the insidious deceiver, the lying priest, or 
his credulous disciple. 

Then comes the story of the miraculous con- 
ception, and the birth of young God Almighty! 
Here our indignation rises at the impostors who 
could fabricate sucha story, have the impudence 
and effrontery to tell it for a fact, and insist on 
our eternal damnation if we do not believe every 
word of the absurd narrative. Heavens! what 
is man, that he can either make, tell, or believe 
in, such a story? And here we may pause a 
little and examine this celestial tale? Let 
us suppose for a moment, for argument sake, 
that such a thing was probable, and did actually 
happen; that the Almighty begot himself on a 
young woman, who was another man’s wife, and 
was born into this world for the salvation of 
men ; that is, to deliver men or their souls from 
the evil spirit, Satan ; that his birth was foretold 
hundreds of years before it happened ; that it was 
announced at the moment by divine angels, or 
messengers from heaven; that wise men from 
the east came and paid homage to the new-born 
God; that the almighty God owned him out of 
the heavens, and said, “this is my only begotten 
in whom I am well pleased ;” that the man-God, 
served his apprenticeship toa carpenter, and 
wrought at his trade until he was thirty years 
of age; that then he commenced fieldspreacher, 
and, after strolling about the country, was taken 
up and tried for the double crime of sedition and 
blasphemy ; that he was found guilty of one or 
both charges, and crucified betweeh two thieves; 
and that he was buried, and rose again from the 
dead, and ascended into heaven: Now, suppose 
we admit all this, we must naturally ask, for 
what was all this done—for what end? We see 
no benefit to society arise from the divine sac- 
rifice, and we have not the smallest proof that 
such transactions ever took place. The people, 
who were alive and present, did not believe a 
word of it—they have made no kind of record 
either of him or his miracles. . The learned, the 
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wise, and the good, are silent on the occasion. 
The historians and natural philosophers of 
Rome say nothing about him or his wonders, 
and some of them were wonder-hunters too.— 
Among the rest, there are Pliny and Seneca, 
and many others equaily curious and still more 
eredulous, yet not one ever writes or speaks a 
word about the divine Messiah ; and what is more 
no good has accrued to man, but,on the contra- 
ry, no such things as religious persecutions 
nor religious wars were know before the chris- 
tian era. 

Take it in what sense or light we will, noth- 
ing can be more ridiculous, absurd, or childish, 
than the Christian scheme of human redemption. 
Such Gods, such Fathers Almighty, such Sons, 
such Holy Ghosts, such immaculate conceptions 
and divine incarnations, such miracles, wonders, 
and tales, are below the criticism of reason: 
but may in some distant period, become the 
theme of some future curse of Kehama, and 
entertain man as a fabulous invention. 

[To be continued.] 
— 

Marraras Repivivus.—Mr. Edward P. Page, 
the gentleman who petitioned Congress, not 
long since, “for one million acres of land in 
East Florida, for the purpose of establishing a 
Scientific Commonwealth,” has arrived in this 
city. He signs himself “High Priest of Na- 
ture,” and “Prince of Peace.” He is a man of 
excellent education, good address, and has a 
“tongue smooth as oil.” He is preparing sever- 
al publications for the purpose of disseminating 
his religion. The following is extracted from 
one of his letters to the public:— 

“On the night of the,splendid meteors in No- 


during the Mexican grand dance before 160 
musicians, believing in this my revelation to 
mankind, and contributes in the least degree tor 
wards the revival of Temple worship, receives 
the Holy Ghost.” 

Strange as it may appear, this man is getting 
a good many followers. He is to deliver a dis- 
course at Tammany Hall next Sunday fore- 
noon.—New York Sun. 

— 

Tuer Comet.—A magnificent comet is expect- 
ed to make its appearence during the present 
year. The American Almanac states that two 
will return to their perihelion, & also to their per- 
igee, or points nearest the earth, “But,as from 
some unknown cause,” says the editor, “the 
light of these bodies seems to be constantly di- 
minishing, it is doubtful whether either of the 
ptwo will be visible to the naked eye, or, indeed, 
without the assistance of a very powerful tel- 
escope.” Buta late English paper, the Fal- 
mouth Packet, contains a notice of an interes- 
ting work by Lieut. R. Morrison, of the Royal 
Navy, which speaks of the comet, which will 
be seen between the months of May and Au- 
gust,as a most Magnificent phenomenon.”— 
Which of those mentioned in the American Al- 
manac is here alluded to isnot known—perhaps 
it is neither. 

It is to be hoped that no greater irregularities 
or extremesin the weather than we have had 
for twelve months past, will visit us as the at- 
tendants of these expected celestial visitant. Ep- 
demic diseases, doubtless, arg produced or af- 
fected by the atmosphere; but whether the dif- 
ferent states or qualities of the atmosphere are 
in any way connected with the revolutions of 














vember, 1833—there came to my beatic vision 
an apparition of Jesus Christ while I was pray- 
ing to the eternal Providence. He was sur- 
rounded by a hallo of glory,—I mean, the Che- 
rubim of glory as he js pictured in Parkhurst’s 
Greek Lexieon (London Edition d resem- 
bling the moon in her octants if changed to 8 
suns. 

Instantly I felt regenerated, actually born a- 
gain, and that from above,—yes born of God, 
who gave my understanding five new senses 
as my mother had given my body five. These 
are the parable’s 10 Virgins or 10 talents, 

Christ then fastened one end of the eluci- 
nean golden chain of Nature to my heart, and 
having the other end secured to his own heart, 
he ascended into heaven from between the 
Cherubim like Dr. Franklin’s kite. Ever since 
then the thoughts of Jesus have passed through 
this conductor from him to me, so that being 


the comets is a question not perhaps so easily 
solved. 
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HYPOCRISY. 
This gentleman mingles in all society—but 
he isparticularly fond of religious societies. 
There he may be seen, simpering about, secret- 
ly sowing the seeds of discord, and fomenting 
jealousies, He decks his visage in smiles and 
dimples,and often affects friendship for the ob- 
ject of his hate! But beware of him—for the 
dagger of death isconcealed beneath his robe! 
His smile is the smile of deception; the poison 
of aspsis under his tongue; cursing and bitter- 
ness follow in his train, and his feet are swift 
to do works of mischiefand violence. There is 
treachery in the affected meekness of his eyes; 
his honied words are but as drops of liquid fire ; 





the High Priest of Nature, whoever touches me. 


and his whispers of kindness, as the a how)- 
ings of the fierce hyena, who thirsts for blood. 
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NEVER SAY YOU CANNOT. 


There never was an instance of a man of 
shrinking disposition having accomplished great 
things. Drones of stupid beings who will not, 
or possibly cannot exert themselves, may be got 
along with; but a person who is forever tinker- 
ing about something, and will constantly be 
delving about this, that and the other, with des- 
perate industry, and yetflinches when he ar- 
rivesat some difficulty he cannot see through, 
such an one we desire to have no acquaintance 
with; give us the man who, having made up his 
mind to arrive ata given point, dauntlessly push- 
es on through every obstacle. 





A farmer going out to see how his men got 
on hoeing corn, found some of them lying down, 
‘for’ said they, ‘we thirst for the spirit, and are 
faint.’ ‘Well, that means,’ said the farmer, ‘that 
you want grog; now as you try toquote the Ho- 
ly writ in your behalf, I beseech you also to call 
it to mind that it saysalso, ‘Ho! ye that thirst." 
The men went at itagain at once. 





HOME. 


There is more of spellwork about the home 
of our fathers, than he who has never been a 
wanderer imagines. Ask the poor exile ona 
foreign shore, what visions fleet across his bo- 
som, and enchain his fancy, and call the deep 
_ drawn sigh, as he gazes, silently and lonely, on 
the sweet midnight moon, and he will tell you, 
in the fulness of his heart, they are the visions 
of his early home. Though his path be across 
the ocean—though he wander among the ice- 
bergs of Lapland, or sit down in the off Island 
of the sea, he feels that he can never out-travel 
the memory of his native village, or forget the 
delights of his paternal cottage. Though 
ambition lead him into foreign lands, or fortune | 
tempt him into the worldof business, he will of- | 
ten pause even when success has gratified his 
wishes, and linger whole hours over the memo- 
ry of days gone by, as they steal in the lan- 
guage of the Bard of Morven, like music in the 


Mrs. Vaill, the wife of an Orthodox Clergy- 
man, Rey. William F. Vaill, lately a Mission- 
ary among the Osage Indians, recently return- 
ed to Connecticut; and in despair of the mercy 
of God, believing endless damnation was her 
inevitable portion, was driven to madness and 
ended her wretched life by hanging herself in 
the town of Lynn, on the 24th of November 
last. 


To form intimate connexions with one whom 
we do not know, only to break them upon ac- 
quaintance, is scarcely consistent with good 
sense. 
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heart. He will delight in every husband tree, 
& flowing landscape, & singing bird that resem-| 
bled those he saw and loved in youth; and if in 


the farthest corner ofthe globe, he hears the | 


gentle breathings ofa strain, with which, on his 
native hills, he has been familiar, what a world| 


of sweet yet half melancholy joy does it kindle | 


in his bosom. Yes, home is still dear to our| 
hearts, and like the Comet exiled from the sun, 
we would still go but to return—and seldom grow 


so old, and never wander so far ag to be beyond | ; 
ed 


the reach of its attractions. 
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